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MUSICTHEORY
                Indicate the harmonic progression beneath the bass clef in the 4 measures 
below using Roman numeral analysis. Write the chord symbol above the treble clef whenever the 

harmony changes. 

Intro to Harmonic Analysis
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MUSICTHEORY
 If  you are playing any major or minor scale, the notes of  that scale can be referred to 

as the diatonic pitches of  the scale.  But have you ever heard of  a chromatic scale?  A chromatic 

scale is simply a scale that is built entirely of  half-steps, meaning there are no diatonic 

relationships.  A chromatic scale starts on a pitch and moves up or down by half  steps, so a 

one-octave chromatic scale contains twelve different pitches. 

!  

!
 Now that you have a better understanding of  concepts such as key signatures, scales, 

and chords, begin using these terms when you discuss and describe musical devices.  As 

practice, go through pieces of  music that you have played and identify which notes are 

contained within the key/scale (diatonic) and which are outside of  the key (chromatic).  

!
!
DIATONIC CHORDS 

 As we have discussed previously, a major scale consists of  seven unique pitches which 

are referred to as scale degrees.  So, in C major, the “C” would be the 1st scale degree, “D” 

the 2nd, “E” the 3rd, etc. We have also learned in our discussion on modes that we can use 

these seven pitches as different starting notes for building various scales.  Using only diatonic 

pitches, we can also create triads or seventh chords by stacking thirds on each scale degree 

of  a major scale.  The resulting chords will show us the harmonic quality of  chords built on 

the various scale degrees.  This is important because it will help us understand harmonic 

progressions with greater ease. 

!
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EXAMPLE:

                Write the stated diatonic chord based on the given major key signature.

Write both a triad and seventh chord and label each with appropriate chord symbols

vi chord 

Understanding Diatonic Chords

1.   ii chord 

2.   V chord 

3.   vii chord 

4.   IV chord

5.   iii chord 

6.    I chord 

7.   V chord 


